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up, and raife its head as high as it could above the ground, that it might 
flare the further about it, juft after the fame manner as I havealfo ob- 
ferv’d a hunting Spider to do : and putting my finger towards them 
they have at firft all run towards it,till almoft at it 5 and then they would 
ftand round about it, at a certain diftance, and finell, as it were, and con- 
fider whether they fliould any of them venture any further, till one more 
bold then the reft venturing to climb it, all the reft, if I would have fuffer- 
ed them, would have immediately followed : many luch other leeming- 
ly rational actions I have obferv’d in this little Vermine with much plea- 
fure, which would be too long to be here related $ thofe that defire more 
of them may fatisfie their curiofity in Ligons Hiftory of the Barbacloes. 

Having infnar’d feveral of thefe into a fmall Box, I made choice of the 
talleft grown among them, and feparating it from the reft,l gave it a Gill 
of Brandy, or Spirit of Wine, which after a while e’en knock'd him down 
dead drunk, fo that he became movelefs, though at firft putting in he 
ftruggled fora pretty while very much, till at laft, certain bubbles ifiu- 
ing out of its mouth, it ceafed to move; this (becaufe I had before 
found them quickly to recover again, if they were taken out prefently ) 
I fuffered to lye above an hour in the Spirit ; and after I had taken it 
out, and put its body and legs into a natural poflure, remained move- 
lefs about an hour ; but then , upon a hidden, as if it had been awa- 
ken out of a drunken fleep, it fuddenly reviv’d and ran away 5 be- 
ing caught, and ferv’d as before, he for a while continued ftruggling and 
driving, till at laft there iflued feveral bubbles out of its mouth, and then, 
tanquam animam expirajjet , he remained movelefs for a good while ; but 
at length again recovering, it was again redipt, and fullered to lye fome 
hours in the Spirit; notwithftanding which, after it had layen dry 
fome three or four hours, it again recovered life and motion : Which 
kind of Experiments, if profecuted, which they highly deferve, feem 
to me of no inconfiderable ufe towards the invention of the Latent 
Scheme , (as the Noble Ferula m calls it) or the hidden, unknown Texture 


of Bodies. 

Of what Figure this Creature appear’d through the Microscope , the 
32. Scheme ("though notfo carefully graven as it ought) will repre- 
fent to the eye, namely. That it had a large head A A, at the upper 
end of which were two protuberant eyes, pearl d like thole of a Fly, 
but final ler B B ; out of the Nofe,or foremoft part, iflued two horns C C, 
of a fhape fufficiently differing from thofe of a blew Fly, though indeed 
they feem to be both the fame kind of Organ, and to fer ve for a kind 
of fmelling; beyond thefe were two indented jawsDD, which he 0- 
pen’d fide-wayes, and was able to gape them afunder very wide ; an 
the ends of them being armed with teeth, which meeting went between 
each other, it was able to grafp and hold a heavy body , three or four 
times the bulk and weight of its own body : It had only fix legs, map d 
like thofe of a Fly, which, as I fhewed before, is an Argument that it is a 
winged Infect, and though I could not perceive any fignof them in me 
middle part of its body ( which feem’d to confift of three joints or pie- 


Micrographia* 

ces EF G, out of which fpiung two legs, yet ’tis known that there are 
of them that have long wings, and fly up and down in the air. 

The third and laft part of its body 1 1 1 was bigger and larger then 
the other two, unto which it was joyn’d by a very fmall middle , and 
had a kind of loofe fhell, or another diftinft part of its body H, which 
feem’d to be interpos’d, and to keep the thorax and belly from touch- 
ing. 

The whole body was cas’d over with a very ftrong armour, and the 
belly III was covered likewife with multitudes of (mail white fhinin" 
brifles ; the legs, horns, head, and middle parts of its body were beftuck 
with hairs alfb, butftnaller and darker. 


Obfcrv. L. Of the voandring Mite. 

I N September and October, 1661. J obferv'd in Oxford^ veral of thefe 
little pretty Creatures to wander to and fro, and often to travel over 
the plains of my Window. And in September and ()&ober. 1662. I ob- 
fervd hkewife feveral of thefe very fame Creatures traverfinga window 
nt London 5 and looking without the window upon the (ubiacent wall I 
found whole flocks of the fame kind running to and fro among the fmall 
groves and thickets of green mofs, and upon the curioufly fpreading ve- 
getable blew or yellow mofs, which is a kind of a Mufliromeor Tews- 

1 J hefe 1 features to the naked eye feemed to be a kind of black Mite 
but much nimbler and ftronger then the ordinary Cheefe-Mites • but 
examining them m a Mcrofcope, I found them to be a very fine crafted 
or ftelld Infect, much like that reprefented in the firft Figure of the 
three and thirtieth Scheme, with a protuberant oval fhell A, indented 
01 pitted with an abundance of fmall pits , all covered over with htt-]n 
white brifles, whofe points all diredled backwards C 

It had eight legs, each of them provided with a vervlhar oral Inn nr* 
d. W at the end which this little Anima I, in its 

pores of thebodyoverwhich it went. Each of Vhcfe legs were bettuck 
ineyery joyntofthemwith multitudes of fmall hairs, or C if we re- 

bignefsof the leg) ttipikes, all 

variety Nature ufes in proportioning The three 1 ! ?, ' if 1 ?' 
portion of this Thorax, Jr at the^ ^vaf e bulk of , 1 f c Ln® pr PT 
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